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planning to-day. A more comprehensive type of planning might not be practicable
in the circumstances of India, out no serious objection could be urged-against a cau-
tious policy of loan expenditure on urgently needed works of public utility,

Ameliorative Measures

Dr. G-yan Chand of the Patna University, iu his paper on "Essentials Of Econo-
mic Planning For India", urged the view that he was for economic planning for
India. But he saw that neither they had clearly understood what it meant and in-
volved nor had they the means at their disposal for carrying out a far-reaching and
comprehensive change like planned economy. He suggested that they should re-
distribute Government portfolios, enlarge the functions and utility of the Tariff
Board, appoint marketing officers, and carry out economic surveys, make use of the
fiscal convention to get better terms in international exchange, establish land mort-
gage banks and have demonstrations of improved methods of cultivation. These
were all useful measures and they would have ameliorative effect. But let them not
confuse the issues. If the peculiar conditions of their national life or some immut-
able laws of being make gradual ness inevitable, let them proceed gradually, step by
step, from precedent to precedent and build slowly but surely.

Economic Planning for India

Prof, D. G-. Karve of the Ferguson College, Poona, in his paper on "Economic
Planning For India" drew attention to a few of the more important features and
difficulties of planning in general and of planning in India in particular. The
political, administrative and economic difficulties set forth by him threatened to*
make the adoption of a ful-fledged scheme of planning in India only a remote
possibility. By the careful selection and assiduous development of manufacturing
and commercial pursuits the needed balance must be imparted to Indian economy,
Indianisation of banking and insurance, the promotion of internal migrations and
external colonisation, the conclusion of trade agreements with all friendly countries
on purely economic grounds and as unrestricted basis as possible, the greater
protection of tenants, particularly in the U. P. and the Rayatwari provinces, the
adoption of organised poor relief and other measures based on the principle Qi
social solidarity, the gradual introduction of collective insurance among their
industrial population and the general replacement of unregulated money-lenders
by organised banking were a few of the most pressing objects of national economy
which a comprehensive economic plan ought to attempt.

Fallacies of Planning

In his paper on "Fallacies of Economic Planning" Mr. Khayendra Nath Sen of
the Calcutta University, discussed the question of Economic Planning as a phase of
economic nationalism arising from post-War economic conditions and warned
economists against the complacent assumption that it meant the end of the era of
the pre-War competitive system. He traced the course of recent economic deve-
lopments and concluded that though the future was yet indefinite, there were
certain tendencies which pointed in the direction of a return to the competitive
system on a more rational basis.

Population of India

Mr. H. Sinha of the Calcutta University, in his paper "Is India Overpopulated",
discussed the validity of some of the tests usually applied for determining over-
population, and described some practical devices for judging whether there had
been any departure from the optimum with reference to which alone over popula-
tion or underpopulatiou could have any meaning. Some relevant statistics of real
income per head were quoted in this connection. It -was pointed out that fuller
data were necessary in order to give a definite answer to the question whether
ndia was overpopulated or not.